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Framework

I value morality because the resolution questions what we ought do. Under any moral framework the protection of rights must be upheld since that is what gives value to individuals.

The standard is protection of rights. In situations where lives are in conflict even a strict deontologist would say that sacrificing individuals does not deny the unconditional value of rational beings, Cummisky explains, 
Kantian Consequentialism By David Cummiskey Published by Oxford University Press US, 1996 ISBN 0195094530, 9780195094534 192 pages

In such a situation, what would a conscientious Kantian agent, an agent motivated by the unconditional value of rational being choose? We have a duty to promote the conditions necessary for the existence of rational beings, but both choosing to act and choosing not to act will cost the life of a rational being. Since the basis of Kant’s principle is rational nature exists as an end-in-itself, the reasonable solution to such a dilemma involves promoting, insofar as one can, the conditions necessary for rational beings. If I sacrifice some for the sake of other rational beings, I do not use them arbitrarily and I do not deny the unconditional value of rational beings. Persons may have dignity, an unconditional and incomparable value that transcends any market value, but, as rational beings, persons also have a fundamental equality, which dictates that some must sometimes give way for the sake of others. The formula of the end-in-itself thus does not support the view that we may never force another to bear some cost in order to benefit others. If one focuses on the equal value of all rational beings, then equal consideration dictates that one may sacrifice some to save many.
Uniqueness (1/2)

Obama renewed sanctions on Hamas, Carlstrom 1/21

Gregg Carlstrom on January 21 (2010, “White House Renews Hamas Sanctions, The Majlis, http://www.themajlis.org/2010/01/21/white-house-renews-hamas-sanctions)

The White House notified Congress last night that it will renew 14-year-old economic sanctions against "foreign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace process."The sanctions target Hamas, among other groups; they were imposed in 1995 and have remained in effect since.
Uniqueness (2/2)

These sanctions include freezing assets of the Islamic National Bank and al-Aqsa Television, BBC News March 18th, 

BBC News on March 18 (2010, “US imposes sanctions on Hamas bank and TV station,” http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8574989.stm)

The US Treasury has imposed sanctions against two companies it says are closely linked to the Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas.

The US says it will freeze any assets held by the Gaza-based Islamic National Bank and broadcaster al-Aqsa Television in places under their jurisdiction. 

INB provides banking to Hamas's military wing, and the broadcaster is financed by Hamas, the US say. 

The US government has listed Hamas as a "terrorist organisation". 

According to the US Treasury, the Hamas finance office in Gaza moved 1.1m euros ($1.5m) into the Islamic National Bank in May 2009 and used the funds to pay salaries of Hamas military wing members who held accounts at the bank. 

'Indoctrinating'

The statement said INB was not operating under Palestinian Authority Banking regulations. 

Al-Aqsa television has been accused of broadcasting programmes aimed at indoctrinating children to become armed fighters and suicide bombers. 

They are Hamas' primary media outlet, the US treasury said. 

"Treasury will continue to expose Hamas's efforts to create institutions with the trappings of legitimacy that are in fact controlled by and used to support a terrorist organisation," said Stuart Levey, Undersecretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence. 

Link (1/2)

These sanctions have been effective at preventing Hamas from paying its supporters, and further its goals, World Tribune 4/15

The World Tribune on April 15 (2010, “Western sanctions, Egyptian blockade lead to Hamas cash crisis” http://www.worldtribune.com/worldtribune/WTARC/2010/me_hamas0314_04_15.asp)

Hamas has acknowledged a financial crisis in the Gaza Strip. A Hamas parliamentarian said the Islamic regime faces a financial crisis amid Western sanctions and Egypt's security barrier. Parliamentarian Jamal Nasser said Hamas was unable to acquire cash from abroad amid the siege of the Gaza Strip. "The government is facing a crisis," Nasser said on April 12. "The siege on the Palestinian government has been tightened recently, and because of this it has been unable to bring in funds from abroad."  Officials confirmed Nasser's statement. They said the financial crisis began to affect the Hamas regime in February 2010 when thousands of civil servants, including security officers, failed to receive their salaries for the previous month. Hamas, with a $540 million budget for 2010, employs more than 30,000 staffers, including police and security officers, Middle East Newsline reported. Officials said some of the senior officials were asked to take a 50 percent cut in salary until the crisis was resolved.  Egypt has also blocked the flow of funds from Iran and other Islamic states, said to provide nearly $500 million per year. Officials said Egypt seized about $50 million, or nearly two months worth of salaries, in January 2010.  "There has been a tightening of the blockade by the Egyptian government," Nasser said. 
Nasser also said Gaza's 10 banks have refused to deal with the Hamas regime amid fear of European Union and U.S. sanctions. He said the U.S. Federal Reserve has increased enforcement of sanctions on the Hamas regime and required the Gaza banks to report all transactions.  "They have been ordered by the U.S. Federal Reserve to prevent dealings with Hamas and its government in Gaza," Nasser said. "The most difficult thing has been the government's ability to achieve liquidity." 
Link (2/2)

People recognize that Hamas is facing a real financial crisis, Ramadan 4/19 

Saud Ramadan on April 19 (2010, Gazans imposed “unreasonable taxes” as Hamas passes fiscal crisis, http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2010-04/20/c_13258654.htm)

A'ahed al-Shawa, a 31-year-old meat vendor, who owns a butcher shop in western Gaza City, was shocked when representatives of the Hamas-ruled municipality informed him that he has to pay annual taxes for placing his grill machine outside his shop. "They asked me to pay 1,500 Israeli new shekels (404 U.S. dollars) every year for putting my grill meat machine outside my store," al-Shawa said, adding "I have never paid such kind of new unreasonable taxes before, either to Israel or to the Palestinian (National) Authority."In the last couple of weeks, Gaza Strip store keepers, owners of supermarkets and grocery stores complained that the deposed government of Hamas movement in Gaza is imposing unreasonable and unfair taxes on products such as cigarettes, cars, motorcycles, electric generators and fuels. "They (Hamas government) are searching for any reason to collect money from the poor people who have been suffering from the Israeli siege, which shows the real financial crisis that Hamas is passing through these days," Abu Ahmed, another store keeper who declined to give his full name, told Xinhua. Mohsen Abu Ramadan, a Gaza-based economist, told Xinhua that any government in the world "has the right to collect taxes from the people, but in accordance with a transparent and clear law of taxes and customs," adding "unfortunately, the tax situation in Gaza doesn't have any basic law." "Normally, the population who pay regular taxes or customs to their states and governments usually get benefits in return, however, we don't feel that we have in Gaza such a fact, but because the government in Gaza passes through a fiscal crisis, it wanted to fulfill the deficiency by collecting taxes," he said.

Internal Link (1/1)

Negotiations have failed – we need to stop Hamas from supporting factors causing conflict in the Middle East, Hamid writes, 

Tawfik Hamid on Dec 31, 2009 (Vital Steps Needed to Defeat Hamas, http://www.newsmax.com/TawfikHamid/TawfikHamid-Hamas-Israel-Islam/2009/12/31/id/345091)

Negotiations with Hamas failed to change its aggressive attitudes. This should not be surprising, as history has taught us that the ONLY way to stop tyrants and barbarians is not to negotiate with them but to defeat them decisively. Until recently, softness and weakness characterized the attitude toward Hamas in many situations.  Analysis of the factors that contributed to the survival of Hamas is important. These factors include: 1. Financial support from sympathizers. This support comes from individuals, from Hezbollah in Lebanon, and from an Iranian regime that shamelessly declared its desire to erase Israel from the map. 2. Smuggling weapons via the borders between Gaza and Egypt.  3. Political support from several leaders such as former President Carter, who expressed many anti-Israeli views, and from Nobel Peace Prize laureate Marrti Ahtisaari, former president of Finland, who supported an end to boycotting Hamas. Many Hamas sympathizers have used Carter’s book “Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid” to promote its agenda.  4. Ideological support from well-known, leading Islamic scholars such as Sheikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, who supported the suicidal ideology of Hamas and its mission to kill innocent Jews.  5. A false sense of victory that was based on the soft Israeli response to Palestinian terrorism for several years. 6. The ability to "market" their ideas under the banner of the Muslim Brotherhood or “Islam is the Solution." This marketing strategy attracted many young Palestinians and Muslims worldwide to support Hamas by thinking that the Hamas Islamist agenda will solve all the problems of the Palestinian people.
Impact (1/2)

Tension between Hamas and Israel causes regional wars – we must stop Hamas from being able to act, Xinhua News 4-5

Gaza tension still concerned after Hamas’ call for calm, 4-5-2010, Xinhua News, http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2010-04/05/c_13237320_2.htm
There has been more than a year of relative calm following the bloody fighting between Israel and Hamas that erupted in December 2008, as Hamas maintains a shaky ceasefire with Israel after the major conflict. However, the situation turned into a high tension again in March.

Several Israelis and Palestinians were killed in the rocket attacks and Israel's retaliatory strikes, with Israeli airstrikes reaching a new height at the end of last week with a series of raids reminiscent of those that lead up to Israel's ground invasion of Gaza a year ago.

After two senior Israeli government ministers warned that Israel will take a tough stance if the rocket attacks continue, Hamas' political leader, the Damascus-based Khaled Mashaal, said on Saturday that Israel is planning another operation against Gaza.

"The possibilities for war exist in the entire region," Israeli news service Ynet quoted Mashaal as saying after a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions in Damascus.

[…]

"Hamas is trying to show that it is still continuing to fight. It's doing so with rockets and mortar rounds. It's also trying to control the border fence," he said

Impact (2/2)

Middle East war goes nuclear, Steinbach writes
Steinbach 2002 [John. Centre for Research on Globalisation, March 3, http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/Israel/Israel's_Nuclear%20Weapons.html]

Meanwhile, the existence of an arsenal of mass destruction in such an unstable region in turn has serious implications for future arms control and disarmament negotiations, and even the threat of nuclear war. Seymour Hersh warns, "Should war break out in the Middle East again,... or should any Arab nation fire missiles against Israel, as the Iraqis did, a nuclear escalation, once unthinkable except as a last resort, would now be a strong probability."(41) and Ezar Weissman, Israel's current President said "The nuclear issue is gaining momentum(and the) next war will not be conventional."(42) Russia and before it the Soviet Union has long been a major(if not the major) target of Israeli nukes. It is widely reported that the principal purpose of Jonathan Pollard's spying for Israel was to furnish satellite images of Soviet targets and other super sensitive data relating to U.S. nuclear targeting strategy. (43) (Since launching its own satellite in 1988, Israel no longer needs U.S. spy secrets.) Israeli nukes aimed at the Russian heartland seriously complicate disarmament and arms control negotiations and, at the very least, the unilateral possession of nuclear weapons by Israel is enormously destabilizing, and dramatically lowers the threshold for their actual use, if not for all out nuclear war. In the words of Mark Gaffney, "... if the familar pattern(Israel refining its weapons of mass destruction with U.S. complicity) is not reversed soon- for whatever reason- the deepening Middle East conflict could trigger a world conflagration.

**Frontlines**

AT Hamas is Innocent

You’re wrong. The bank is illegal and the TV station trains suicide bombers, Reuters 3/18
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U.S. imposes sanctions on Gaza institutions over Hamas links [image: image2.png]


By Reuters, 3-18-2010, http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1157402.html
It said the sanctions were imposed against Islamic National Bank, opened by Hamas in April 2009, for providing financial services to Hamas members and employees, including members of its military wing. The Treasury said the bank lacks a legal license from the Palestinian Monetary Authority and operates outside the legitimate financial system. The Treasury said Al-Aqsa Television station is financed and controlled by Hamas and serves as a primary Hamas media outlet that airs programs "designed to recruit children to become Hamas armed fighters and suicide bombers upon reaching adulthood.
Internal Link Ext – Uses Funds to Fund Military

Hamas uses the bank to fund its military and the TV station to train terrorist, Reuters 3/18

WASHINGTON Thu Mar 18, 2010 11:24am EDT U.S. sanctions Hamas bank, TV station in Gaza, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62H30Z20100318
The Treasury said the bank lacks a legal license from the Palestinian Monetary Authority and operates outside the legitimate financial system. In May 2009, the Treasury said Hamas' finance office in Gaza moved 1.1 million euros into the Islamic National Bank and used the funds to pay salaries of Hamas military wing members who held accounts at the bank.

The Treasury said Al-Aqsa Television station is financed and controlled by Hamas and serves as a primary Hamas media outlet that airs programs "designed to recruit children to become Hamas armed fighters and suicide bombers upon reaching adulthood."

It said Hamas leadership raised initial capital for the station in 2006 and late last year allocated hundreds of thousands of dollars for its operating budget.

Hamas pioneered rocket strikes from Gaza on Israeli territory and backs armed struggle against Israel.

AT War Won’t Be Nuclear

WE DON’T HAVE TO WIN NUCLEAR USE – ISRAEL WILL STRIKE WITH CBW’S AND ETHNO BOMB’S STEINBACH 2002 –

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH ON GLOBALISATION
ISRAELI WMD A THREAT TO PEACE, http://www.wagingpeace.org/articles/2002/03/00_steinbach_israeli-wmd.htm
Israel also possesses a comprehensive arsenal of chemical and biological weapons. According to the Sunday Times, Israel has produced both chemical and biological weapons with a sophisticated delivery system, quoting a senior Israeli intelligence official, "There is hardly a single known or unknown form of chemical or biological weapon . . .which is not manufactured at the Nes Tziyona Biological Institute.")(20) The same report described F- 16 fighter jets specially designed for chemical and biological payloads, with crews trained to load the weapons on a moments notice. In 1998, the Sunday Times reported that Israel, using research obtained from South Africa, was developing an "ethno bomb; "In developing their "ethno-bomb", Israeli scientists are trying to exploit medical advances by identifying distinctive a gene carried by some Arabs, then create a genetically modified bacterium or virus... The scientists are trying to engineer deadly micro-organisms that attack only those bearing the distinctive genes." Dedi Zucker, a leftist Member of Knesset, the Israeli parliament, denounced the research saying, "Morally, based on our history, and our tradition and our experience, such a weapon is monstrous and should be denied."(21)
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